A Guide to In-Text Citations

Whenever you incorporate a source into your paper, you MUST cite it both in-text and
on the Works Cited or Reference Page. This not only gives credit to the person you took
your information from, allowing you to avoid the penalties of plagiarism, but shows
you to be a person of integrity. This handout will briefly cover in-text citing. There will
be other handouts for covering Works Cited pages and Reference pages.

What do | need to Cite?

What is a signal phrase?

o For most sources, you will put the
author's or authors' last name(s)
and the page number. Ex: (Smith
34); (Smith, Jones, and Allen 34).

« If more than four authors, put the
first person's name and the words
et al, which is Latin for "and
others." Ex: (Smith et al. 34).

If no author is given, give part of the

o~ / source's title and the page number.
Vo Vs Ex: ("Redefining," 34).
s Ve « If you have more than one work by
_ — O/ the same author, include the author's
— /'\ name, part of the title, and the page

number. Ex: (Morrison, Beloved 34).

« To cite a verse from the Bible,
include the chapter and verse. Ex:
(John 3:16).

MLA: Other Sources of Help

MLA
HANDBOOK

Flip over for help with APA Citing



« For citing the Bible, put the
chapter and verse. Ex: (John 3:16).

e For interviews, emails, or other
forms of personal communication
with a person, put the
communicator's name, the fact
that it was personal
communication, and the date. Do
NOT include this on the Reference
Page. Ex: (J. Smith, personal
communication, July 25, 2023).

APA: Other Sources of Help

Other Sources Used (cited in MLA format)

Berkshire Community College. "Signal Phrases." 7he Writing Center,
n.d., berkshirecc.edu/academics/academic-support/writing-
center/resources/signal_phrases.pdf

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. "Citing Information: Home."
UNC University Libraries, guides.lib.unc.edu/citing-information.



