Commonly Confused Words

Homonyms are words that sound alike but are spelled
differently and have different meanings. Below are some

commonly confused homonyms

Accept

To take or receive. ;"Accept Vs.:
Ex: Please accept my :-_ Except ,~:
apologies.
Affect
A verb meaning to influence Affect vs.
or change.

Ex: A lack of sleep can affect
your work performance.

Bare

Exposed; to uncover.
Ex: Some cultures do not
allow women to have
bare shoulders.

Break

To shatter into pieces; a
separation; or to pause.
Ex: Thankfully, the tree branch
did not break the window.

Ex2: | need to take a short break.

Breath

A noun meaning air that is
inhaled or exhaled.
Ex: Take a deep breath and
hold it.

Buy
To purchase.
Ex: Would you please go to
to the store and buy eggs?

Choose
To decide or select (present
tense).
Ex: It is almost time to choose

your classes for next semester.

Definitely

For sure; without a doubt.

Ex: You definitely need to Deflnltely VS.

go see the doctor.

Desert

To abandon a person, cause, or
place; adry, barren area of land.. Desert VS

'-.. Dessert :

Ex: People deserted the park
when it began storming.
Ex2: The Sahara is one of the
largest deserts in the world.
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Its

The possessive form of the Its vs.
word "it." It's
Ex: Its color is pink.

Knew
Understood (past tense).
Ex: | knew all of the answers
on the test because | studied.

Know
To understand (present tense). Know vs.
Ex: It is important that people No

know how to read and write.

Lead

To go first (present tense; rhymes .-~
with "seed."); a soft metal
(rhymes with "bed.")
Ex: The teacher asked Bobby to " Led
lead the line to the library. ;
Ex2: The mechanical pencil ran
out of lead.

,,,,,

. Leadvs.

Loose e
Not tight (rhymes with "goose.)" =~ h .
Ex: His clothes were all loose  Loose vs.
after he lost thirty pounds. - | gge :

Passed ot
Went beyond or by (past tense); -~ B
died (passed away). ‘Passed vs.:
Ex: The speeding car passedme ©  Past -

on the highway. . .
Ex2: | passed my math course! RERTEE

Quiet
Not noisy.

Ex: Please be quiet so | can
concentrate on my work.

Than R

Used in comparisons. .""Th an vs.

Ex: | like my new English : :
professor much more thanmy Then E
previous one. R g

Threw JUTTERt

Past tense of "throw." .

Ex: The pitcher threw the ball : Threwvs. :
as hard as he could. . Through :

Waist g,

The middle part of the body, -~
Ex: The seamstress measured | Waist vs. -
her around the waist. . Waste




Weak

Not strong; feeble.
Ex: His muscles were very weak
after not working out all '
summer.

Wear

To have on clothing.
Ex: Please remember to wear
your uniform to practice today. -

Weather ¢S
Atmospheric conditions, like Weather Vé‘..

rain, snow, sleet, or hail. :
Ex: Florida's weather is almost Whether;’
always hot and humid.

.....

Were

Past tense of are or "to be."
Ex: We were unable to play the :
soccer game last week because .
there was lightning outside. .

Which

One of a group. . .
Ex: Which book do youwantto - \Which vs. :

read next? . . :
. Witch -
Ex2: Which player scored the "
winning touchdown? el

Whose . .
Possessive form of "who." Whose vs.":
Ex: Whose books are these? - Who's
Woman e S
One female.

‘Woman vs.:
- Women

Ex: Kamala Harris is the first
woman ever elected as Vice
President of the United States.

.....

Your P eoeoa
Possessive form of "you." )

Ex: Don't forget about your ;" Your vs.

dentist appointment this . You're
afternoon. <
Their They're
Possessive form ...~ L ~ Contraction for
of they. ,-""I'heir vs;"; :-"Th ere vs. "they are."

Ex: Their dorm

: : - Ex:ljust know
roomisamess. . There

Y [ N
‘-.They re they're going to
~ " win the game today.

Too

Also; excessively.
."-._Ex: | want some
Tovs. ' tacostoo.
Too ~Ex2:ltisway -
.- "too hot outside.




